Stoney Kern

Blood Don’t Lie Writing Assignment
Grade Level: 7th Grade

Unit Context: I would use the book, Blood Don’t Lie as a comparative piece with the book, The Devil’s Arithmetic. I teach the Holocaust throughout the entire school year in order to prepare my kids for our Holocaust Memorial Museum that we create at the end of each school year. We would read The Devil’s Arithmetic during the first semester and then I would have them read Blood Don’t Lie at the end of the year. Once both books have been read, I would have them compare and contrast the views of how tattoos were used to represent identity, life, and the concept of remembrance. An alternative plan would be to divide the class into lexile reading groups and assign whichever book was closest to their lexile level so that the books could be read at the same time.
Thought Process: I viewed the novel, Blood Don’t Lie as a Holocaust piece and quickly realized the similarities that could be found within the story, The Devil’s Arithmetic. Hannah, the main character in The Devil’s Arithmetic experienced the same feelings and views upon life as Larry, the main character in Blood Don’t Lie. They both had to navigate the troubled waters of life and go on a journey of self-discovery before they could fully grasp what occurred during the Holocaust and what the word “remembrance” really means. Both characters did not come to this realization until they were fully prepared to accept “LIFE.” In the case of Hannah, she needed to be transported back in time to become “Chaya” and experience life inside of a concentration camp, while learning the significance of the role that tattoos played in the concept of remembrance. In Larry’s case, the bus driver decides at the end of the story that Larry is now ready for him to reveal the story of remembrance that is embedded within his number and life tattoo.
Instruction Sheet for Blood Don’t Lie Assignment

In this assignment, you will explore a character’s self-discovery into what it means to remember and honor those who lost their lives during the Holocaust. You will have the opportunity to research the role that tattoos played within the concentration camps and the lives of those who survived the camps. In reading Blood Don’t Lie and The Devil’s Arithmetic, we learn that Larry and Hannah both struggle with growing up and understanding the impact that the Holocaust had on history and their personal outlooks on life. They were not ready to accept the fact that they would play a role in remembering and telling the story of those lost during the Holocaust until they experienced a turning point in their lives which revolved around numbers in the form of a tattoo. 
This assignment will contain three components that you will need to complete. There will be a research component, a writing component, and a creative component. To begin with, you will use the internet to research the use of tattoos within the concentration camps and their purpose. Some suggested sites to utilize are: The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Yad Vashem site, and the iWitness site. I have also included the links to three various articles that pertain to how survivors received their tattoos and how they now perceive them. I want to know if most perceive the tattoo as a tool of remembrance or a badge of shame. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/01/world/middleeast/with-tattoos-young-israelis-bear-holocaust-scars-of-relatives.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.newsweek.com/quora-question-what-do-holocaust-survivors-think-their-tattoos-295560
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/26/steven-spielberg-speech-holocaust-survivors
Once you have gathered your research, I want you to begin to compile your information into a compare/contrast essay explaining how the tattoos within The Devil’s Arithmetic and Blood Don’t Lie led Hannah and Larry to realize the importance of remembering what happened to the Jews during WWII. You will need to make sure that you include textual evidence, from the novels, to support your paper. You will also need to include a title page that lists the name of your paper, your name, teacher’s name, and due date. What will happen to the history of the Holocaust once all the survivors have passed away? Who will tell their story then? What role did the tattoos play in leading Hannah and Larry to the realization that remembering is vital for future generations? Consider this quote:

Primo Levi: “With time, my tattoo has become a part of my body. I do not display and do not hide it. I show it unwillingly to those who ask out of curiosity, readily and with anger to those who say they are incredulous. Often, young people ask me why I don’t have it erased. This surprises me: Why should I? There are not many of us in the world to bear this witness.”

The last component of this assignment is to create your own representation of identity, life, and remembrance. You can choose from three options.

1. You can create a tattoo of numbers and explain each number and how it would represent a means of remembrance. 

2. You can create a visual symbol that could be used as a tool of remembrance. You would need to include a paragraph that explains what your symbol represents.

3. You can write a poem that expresses your interpretation of the word “remembrance.”
As you work on this project, remember these words:

“You are Chaya no longer, child. Now you are J197241. Remember it. This you must remember, for if you forget it, life is gone indeed. For all our Chayas. Live. And Remember.” – The Devil’s Arithmetic

“This was my first tattoo,” he says. It’s just numbers as you can see. ‘Cause there was a time when that’s all I was…this number.” “In ten or twenty years, I don’t know for sure, there will be no survivors left. It will just be you.” – Blood Don’t Lie
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Grading Rubric

Title Page 
· Lists title of paper

· Student name

· Teacher name

· Date due

Notes 

· Compiled list of notes from internet
· Compiled list of textual evidence from novels
Creative Representation of identity life and remembrance
· Chosen option follows all guidelines listed above. The representation is a masterpiece; imagination has built on extensive research
***The essay portion would have to be graded with my school’s writing rubric. I am not a huge fan of this rubric, but we are mandated to use it. Due to having to use this separate rubric, I would have to work on how I would grade the other components, so I just listed what I would look for in those areas.

Bethune Middle School Writing Rubric
	Category
	Master

4
	Proficient

3
	Apprentice

2
	Novice

1

	IDEAS:

· Student’s ideas are presented with a thesis statement/topic/or purpose.

· Student completely answers all parts of the given topic and purpose throughout the entire paper.

· Student creates a main idea in body paragraphs that is appropriate to the given topic and purpose of the essay.

· Student uses supporting ideas and logical examples to develop the main idea of the essay.

· Student’s writing is appropriate to the genre of essay required.
	Meets all 5 required elements of ideas.
	Meets 4 out of 5 required elements of ideas.
	Meets 3 out of 5 required elements of ideas.
	Meets 2 or fewer of the 5 required elements of ideas.

	ORGANIZATION:

· Student’s writing is organized and ideas are clearly presented.

· Student’s ideas are grouped in a logical sequence within paragraphs throughout the paper.

· The introduction paragraph is engaging and appropriate for the chosen type of essay.

· The conclusion paragraph brings closure to the paper and is appropriate for the chosen type of essay.

· Student’s writing contains a variety of effective transitional elements that enhance the overall essay.
	Meets all 5 required elements of organization.
	Meets 4 out of 5 required elements of organization.
	Meets 3 out of 5 required elements of organization.
	Meets 2 or fewer of the 5 required elements of organization.

	STYLE:

· Student uses appropriate language and terms that stay on the topic being discussed.

· Student is aware of the audience and keeps the attention of the audience through communication by being creative in his/her writing.

· Student varies sentences through structures and uses different transitions to create unity in paragraphs.

· Writer’s expression of words is used as if the writer is knowledgeable of topic.

· Student uses genre-appropriate strategies to keep interest of reader.
	Meets all 5 required elements of style.
	Meets 4 out of 5 required elements of style.
	Meets 3 out of 5 required elements of style.
	Meets 2 or fewer of the 5 required elements of style.

	CONVENTIONS:

· Student uses correct punctuation throughout the paper.

· Student uses correct capitalization. Errors, if any, are minor.

· Student uses correct spelling even on difficult words.

· Student uses correct grammar and usage. Errors, if any, are minor.

· Student uses correct paragraph breaks. Paper flows well and is easy to read.
	Meets all 5 required elements of conventions.
	Meets 4 out of 5 required elements of conventions.
	Meets 3 out of 5 required elements of conventions.
	Meets 2 or fewer of the 5 required elements of conventions.

	A = 15-16 Pts             C = 11-12 Pts
B = 13-14 Pts             F = <10 Pts
	
	
	
	


Matching Standards

· ELACC7RL1: 

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· ELACC7RL3: 

Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how settings shape the characters or plot).

· ELACC7RL6: 

Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

· ELACC7RL9: 

Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means or understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.

· ELACC7RL10: 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· ELACC7W2: 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

· ELACC7W4: 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
· ELACC7W6: 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
· ELACC7W7: 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.

· ELACC7W8: 

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· ELACC7W9: 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”).

· ELACC7W10: 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

