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The rigorous turmoil of lost and found thoughts that require a teacher’s attention to detail, standards, motivation as well as student buy-in is underappreciated. Our group had multiple ideas about what type of assignment to create from the various themes, and lessons from the middle grades novel, Blood Don’t Lie. We began with looking at the Georgia Standards of Excellence (previously known as Common Core) for English Language Arts. In the midst of our search to find standards that fit possible ideas presented in the novel, we realized that deciding on a topic first was a better strategy. Brainstorming and discussing was in full effect until we were in agreement about the theme of Coming of Age.
We were in favor of giving students a choice of what they wanted to write about. Our assignment was developed with ninth graders in mind. We believe that ninth grade is one of the most efficient years to begin empowering students by giving them the ability to make decisions about their writing. As a group of three, we constructed an assignment that asks students to choose one of the four major conflicts that Larry encounters in the book, and write a argumentative essay about why it was the toughest conflict to overcome. With the assignment idea intact, we returned to our hunt to make the standards fit our idea. It was much easier to make the standards work for us, rather than attempting to make our ideas fit the standards. Many of the standards we had searched highlighted the importance of teaching the following: argumentative skills, determining theme, analyzing development and providing textual evidence. Throughout the entire process, matching the standards to our ideas was the simple part. The toughest feature of this exercise was compiling all of our thoughts into one assignment. Nonetheless, we powered through it, and have created an assignment worth utilizing.  






Grade: 9th Grade

Theme/Unit: Coming of Age

Writing Assignment(s): Our writing assignment reflects on four major conflicts that Larry encounters throughout the book, Blood Don’t Lie.  Following a journal warm-up regarding conflict, students will demonstrate through an argumentative essay, which conflict they believe was the most difficult for Larry to overcome.

Argumentative Essay Assignment Sheet

Warm-up: Write about a conflict that you believe would be difficult to overcome. This can be a conflict you or someone you know has faced. What was it?  How was the conflict handled?  Was there a peaceful resolution?

1. Throughout the book, Blood Don’t Lie, Larry faces many difficult conflicts; he can’t seem to catch a break! Choosing from the options below, which conflict do you think was the most difficult for Larry to overcome?
· Robert bullying Larry
· Larry’s socioeconomic status/having to get a job
· Larry searching for his identity
· Death of Sarah

Conflict: _______________________________________________________________

2. Write an argumentative essay on the conflict you believe was the most difficult for Larry to overcome. In order to convince your audience that the conflict you chose was the most difficult be sure to use more than your opinion.

· Be sure to describe the conflict from Blood Don’t Lie, and how it was resolved.

· You will need to include facts from the book, and/or anecdotes of people who have experienced a similar conflict; this can be done through examples from the book, a personal or interviewed anecdote.

· Include a current event (credible sources) in the news that is similar/compares to the conflict; or any works from a poem, song etc. that depicts the issue you chose to defend as the most difficult conflict for Larry. This will help with showing that your argument is relevant and deserves our attention.

· Your essay must have an Introduction, Body, and Conclusion.

· Works Cited page must be included.
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Standards:
ELAGSE9-10RL1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
	
	
	

	
	
	

	ELAGSE9-10W1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

	a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

	b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

	c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

	d. Establish and maintain an appropriate style and objective tone. 

	e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

	

	

	

	
	
	

	LAGSE9-10W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

	ELAGSE9-10W5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 9–10.) 

	ELAGSE9-10W6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ELAGSE9-10L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

	a. Use parallel structure.* 

	b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

	ELAGSE9-10L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

	a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses. 

	b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

	c. Spell correctly. 

	d. Produces legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization. 
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Rubric for the Assessment of the Argumentative Essay

3

7

T

el developed iroductory
paragraph contans detaied
background  a cear explanation o
definiton of the probem, anda thesis
sttement

‘Concusion summarizes the main
topics withoutrepeating previous
‘senences; wrier's opnons and

‘uggestons for change are logial
and well hought out

Tnroductory paragraph conains some.
background nformation and sttes the.
problem, but does not explan using

detal. Sates te thesis of e paper.

Conchusion summarizes main topics.
‘Some suggestions forchange are
evident.

Tiroduction saes e sk but
‘oes not adequately explain the-
background of the problem. The
problem i sated, but acks detal

Conclusion summarizes main opics,
butis repetive. No suggestons for
change andlor opinions are
included.

“Thvee or more mai ponts are wel
developed with supporting detas.
Refuation paragraphis)
‘acknowdedes the opposing view and
‘summartzes thir main poris.

Three or more main ponts are present
but may lack detail and development n
one or two. Refutaon paragraphis)
‘acknowledges the opposing view but
doesn't summarize ports.

“Thvee or more main pos, butal
fack development Refutaton
paragraph(s) missing andor vague.

Togeal, compeling progression of
deas in essaylea structure which
erhances.

‘and showcases the centaldea or
theme and moves th reader trough
the text Organzation fows so
‘smootiy the reader

hardy thinks about it
Efictve, mature, graceful ransiions
exist roughout he escay.

Overal, the paper s ogically
developed. Progression of deas in
ssay makes sense and moves the
reader casily trough the text

Sirong tansitons exist throughout.
and add 0 the essay's coherence.

Frogrescion of deas i escay

s awkward, yet moves the reader
through the text without 00 much
confusion. The wier somefimes
unges aheat 100 quickly or spends.
100 much fme on detais thatdo not
matier. Transtions appear
sporadicaly,butnot eually
oughaut the ssay.

“Source materl & smooty
ntegrated o the ext All sources
are accurately documented n the
desied format bothin the textand on
the Wotks Cited page.

Source materl & used, but
integraion may be awkward.

Al soures ae accurately
‘documented, but many are notin
the desied forma o ack cedibify.

‘Sentence sirucure & corect.
Punctuaton and capiaizaton are
oot

“Work contans structral
‘weaknesses and grammatial

There are three or bur eros i






B ———

TR —
[T ———
[ -
e e e vl Ve i kg
oS sl ooty v o o) s sl
Lo A e o et st i
et e ——
[ ——
[ ——

Wemrm g s o v i
o ————e——
et s ot e g i B e ey
P ————
[ ——————————————
[N —
ke s o e s Ny f b i e hod bbb
[ ——
g g g o, o e .
chin e it o et s e il T g o
[ —— A ————
Pty raemis R ———



